RISHWOBTH 


URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


MEDICAL  OEPICER’S 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Eor  the  Year  1900. 


Gentlemen, 

I  respectfully  Leg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Rishworth  Urban  District 
Council  for  the  year  1900. 

I  am  thankful  to  say  the  health  of  the  district  has  been 

very  satisfactory  during  the  year,  at  any  rate  as  far  as 

■ 

regards  the  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases. 

During  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  Influenza  of  a 
mild  type  was  epidemic,  but  no  deaths  were  registered  as  due 
to  this  malady* 

Only  six  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  have  been  reported 
during  the  year.  Eive  of  these  were  cases  of  Scarlatina.  A 
careful  enquiry  into  each  of  these  cases  failed  to  discover 
the  origin  of  the  infection,  and,  with  the  exception  of  two 
cases  on  the  outskirts  of  the  inhabited  part  of  the  district, 
any  connection  between  the  cases.  Good  isolation  was  maintained 
in  the  houses  v/here  these  cases  occurred,  and  a  thorough 
disinfection  was  carried  out  by  the  Inspector. 
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During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  Chicken-pox  was  epidemic 
and  the  school-master  of  the  National  School  decided  to  close 
the  Infants1  Department  of  the  School,  as  the  disease  was  most 
prevalent  amongst  the  younger  children.  This  had  a  beneficial 
effect  in  checking  the  further  spread  of  the  Epidemic, 

The  present  water-supply  of  the  Day  School  is  not  satis- 
factory0  I  trust,  however,  in  a  short  time  a  scheme  will  he 
undertaken  to  remedy  this  defect,  and  to  give  a  pure  supply  of 
water  to  the  School  and  School-master’s  house. 

The  number  of  births  is  the  lowest  for  10  years,  the  rate 
is  only  18  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  an  average  of  24,2  for 
the  last  10  years. 

The  deaths  were  17  in  number,  or  at  a  rate  of  17  per  1,000, 
as  compared  with  an  average  of  16  per  1,000  for  the  last  10  years. 
Of  these  17  deaths,  6  were  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age,  12 
were  over  50  years  of  age,  and  2  were  under  12  months  of  age, 
so  that  only  3  deaths  occurred  between  the  age  of  1  year  and 
50  years,  and  one  of  them  was  due  to  violence.  Two  Inquests 
were  held  during  the  year.  In  one  death  was  returned  as  due  to 
Apoplexy,  and  the  other  as  Accidental  Hanging.  One  death  • 
occurred  outside  the  district  in  the  Halifax  Infirmary. 

The  deaths  from  pulmonary  complaints  were  three.  Two  of 
these  were  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Ho  deaths  from  Tuber¬ 
culosis  occurred  under  50  years  of  age«  This  is  satisfactory 
as  showing  no  deaths  at  the  age  periods  in  which  the  mortality 
from  this  disease  is  highest,  15  years  -  45  years.  It  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  obtain  the  accurate  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
during  the  last  10  years  from  the  Reports  of  previous  Medical 
Officers  of  Health,  but  the  number  for  1900  seems  to  be  the 
lowest  for  many  years. 
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Tuberculosis  in  all  its  forms  has  been  the  subject  of  much 
discussion  during  the  last  few  years,  and  much  has  been  done 
to  try  and  educate  the  people  to  make  use  of  ordinary  preventive 
measures  to  check  the  spread  of  this  disease,  which  causes  more 
deaths  than  any  other  single  complaint.  Much  more,  however, 
remains  to  be  done,  and  it  is  only  by  an  intelligent  education 
of  the  public  as  to  the  sources  of  infection  and  the  prevention 
of  the  same  in  houses  where  cases  occur,  that  we  can  hope  to 
stamp  out  this  disease  from  our  own  and  neighbouring  districts. 

Various  Sanitary  defects  have  been  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Inspector,  and  in  every  instance  the  defect  has  been 
remedied  to  his  satisfaction.  ho  nuisance,  calling  for  a 
Sanitary  notice  of  Abatement  has  occurred. 

The  water  supplies  of  the  District  are,  as  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends,  satisfactory,  with  the  exception  of  the  Day 
School  above  mentioned.  The  fault  is  that  in  many  of  the 
cottage  houses  the  water  supply  is  not  laid  into  the  houses, 
but  has  to  be  fetched  from  a  well  or  spring,  and  in  some  cases 
a  considerable  distance.  This  is  an  evil  which  ought  to  be 
remedied,  and  which  it  would  be  advisable  for  the  Council  to 
consider  carefully. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

¥.  3.  MERCER ,  M.B. ,  D.P.H. , 
Med.  Off.  of  Health. 
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